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Just Sayin’ ...

Sunshine and Sideways Rain

Becca Powlus

Hello there. I realize that a good number
of you reading this article
have no idea who I am,
what I’m like or whether
anything I write this year
will be worth reading. So
I’m just going to take this
chance to tell you a little
bit about who I am and
what I’m like. Then you
can decide the last one for

yourself.
First things first: my name is Becca Powlus. This is my third year at Cedarville. I am
majoring in journalism and minoring in photography. I’m a second-year RA in Printy and
I love it. Most of my friends would agree that I
thrive on spontaneity, obscure music and Taco
Bell. But as good as Crunchwrap Supremes,
Ivan & Alyosha and spur-of-the-moment road
trips are, they aren’t my source of ultimate satisfaction. Christ is.
And that’s the point I hope to convey
through this column this year. I might tell you
a funny story from time to time, but my hope
is to use this small space to challenge you, to
make you think, to inspire you or to remind
you of something you may have forgotten over
time. I want to give you more than words on
a page and wasted ink. So in accordance with
that, I will start right now.
When was the last time you said thank
you? When was the last time you said it to God
and said it with your soul, not just your mouth?
When was the last time you thanked him for
life, for nothing other than the simple fact that
your heart is still beating? When was the last
time you thanked him for the hardships you’re
facing, for the pain you’re experiencing, for the

In my own
experience, God’s
power and love have
been shown and
lavished upon me
most significantly
through situations of
pain, fear, confusion,
uncertainty and
sadness.
bad day as well as the good?
It’s natural for us to thank God for the
obvious good things he’s done for us. That’s
great; we should be constantly thanking him
throughout the day. But maybe we should be
thanking him for the not-so-good things, too.
All it requires is a change of perspective. In my
own experience, God’s power and love have
been shown and lavished upon me most significantly through situations of pain, fear, confusion, uncertainty and sadness.
Remember that this year as you face both
sunshine and sideways rain. God is worthy
of your praise under every circumstance. His
power is made perfect through our weakness.

Watch for a new issue
of Cedars every month.
Newsstands are located on the upper
and lower levels of the SSC.
For more news, go to
ReadCedars.com
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Slip N’ Slide
ALT NIGHT:
The Hunger
Games
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Presentation

Constitution Day
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Answers
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Conference
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of Worship
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C E D A R V I L L E

U N I V E R S I T Y

5

P R E S E N T S

6

October 4 - Opening night

Women’s Sports

Men’s Sports

Women’s Volleyball
vs. Kentucky State - Sept. 15
vs. West Liberty - Sept. 15
vs. Alderson-Broaddus - Sept. 21
vs. Fayetteville State - Sept. 21
vs. Ohio Valley - Sept. 22
vs. Ursuline - Sept. 25
vs. Ohio Valley - Sept. 29
vs. Ohio Dominican - Oct. 2

Men’s Tennis
vs. Findlay - Sept. 21

Women’s Tennis
vs. Otterbein - Sept. 18
vs. Shepherd - Oct. 4
Women’s Soccer
vs. Wheeling Jesuit - Oct. 2

Men’s Soccer
vs. Roberts Wesleyan - Sept. 15
vs. Shepherd - Oct. 4

Cross Country
22nd Annual
Friendship Invitational
Sept. 15

C e d a r v i l l e U n i v e r s i t y ’ s D e V r i e s T h e at r e
October 4–6, 11–14, 2012
cedarville.edu/ticketinfo
Produced by Special Arrangement with Dramatists Play Service
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Wikipedia: To Use or Not to Use?
Many find the website helpful but not academic
by Zack Anderson
For Cedarville Writing Center tutors, superheroes are a common subject to search on
Wikipedia. Well, at least for Dani McDonald
and John Michael Mumme.
Mumme looked up Bane, the villain from
“The Dark Knight Rises.” McDonald says she
thinks she has visited the page of one of the
Avengers. But McDonald also searches Wikipedia for topics besides superheroes, such as
words she is unfamiliar with that she comes
across in reading for her English classes.
“I probably use it close to every day,” McDonald says of Wikipedia.
Mumme and McDonald aren’t the only
ones on Cedarville’s campus who use the popular Internet encyclopedia to look up miscellaneous information. Both students and faculty
enjoy using the website casually. And both are
hesitant to cite Wikipedia in a paper, even if
they do use it as a starting point for research.
“Whenever I want to find out about something random, it’s usually Wikipedia,” says
student Ryan Frazier. One of the last things he
looked up? The Mariana Trench off the coast
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of Japan.
Student Morgan Garneau also uses Wikipedia to research informal topics, she says.
This summer, she went there to learn who
won the French Open, a popular tennis tournament. According to Wikipedia, it was Rafael
Nadal for the men and Maria Sharapova for
the women.
Garneau is not the only one to hit up
Wikipedia for the latest in international sporting events. According to an August article on
Wired.com — a website covering technology
and culture — followers of the London 2012
Olympics who wanted to get the latest information on events and athletes used Wikipedia.
Articles were updated faster during this Olympics than they were during the 2008 Beijing
Games.
Students aren’t alone in their everyday
use of Wikipedia: faculty and staff use it, too.
“It’s a great place to go to if you just need
quick information about maybe a pop culture
topic or some introductory information, and
there’s nothing riding on whether the information’s completely accurate or not,” says Brent
Etzel, director of Library Public Services.

Etzel, who leads workshops for classes
on the perils of using Wikipedia as a research
source, has used Wikipedia to look up information on music he listens to, such as the Black
Keys, a rock group from Akron, Ohio.
Writing Center Director Julie Moore says
Wikipedia is good for understanding a pop culture topic’s “gist,” a word also used by several
students in describing how they use Wikipedia. At least one court of law is on the same
page as Moore and these students.
According to Salt Lake City Weekly, two
plaintiffs in Utah wanted insurance coverage
after getting in an accident on their “Honda
F-12 AquaTrax personal watercraft.” Their insurance does not provide coverage for jet ski
accidents, but the plaintiffs said the term “jet
ski” refers only to Kawasaki’s official brand of
water vehicles.
The Utah Court of Appeals looked to
Wikipedia to enlighten them on what a jet ski
actually is, the City Weekly says. In the Aug.
16 written decision, of which around half was
spent discussing the appropriate situation to
reference Wikipedia, the court wrote that the
Wikipedia page for “jet ski” actually notes that
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handy. However, she
information
on
does not encourage
Wikipedia but in
students to use them.
general they should
They need to learn
not use it.
how to do research
“They seem to
with the tools availbe, at least in an
able through the liacademic
sense,
brary, McDonald says.
anti-Wikipedia,”
McDonald also
Curran says.
says Wikipedia is afSophomore
fecting students’ ciJohn Leonzo says
tations because the
some
professors
articles do not have
are positive toward
an author’s name.
Wikipedia,
and
Students start to think
some are negative.
that everything they
Leonzo’s
profesfind on Wikipedia is
sors have told him
common knowledge.
that Wikipedia is
“We just begin
not reliable beto think in this world
cause anyone can
that information just
edit it. But he has
floats around,” Mca different theory
Donald says.
as to why they have
Moore says some
negative feelings.
students who come
“I think they
to the Writing Center
may be a little jealhave cited Wikipedia
ous of Wikipedia
in their paper and
some time,” Lethat the center points
onzo says. He says
this out to students.
professors are jealBut this is likely not
ous because, after
the first time students
they have spent
Librarian
have heard this.
years getting their
Senior Rebecca
degree and learnCurran, who does not
ing a lot of inforuse Wikipedia often for any reason, was told mation, anyone can be an authority on a topic
not to use the website in papers in both high on Wikipedia.
school and college. She says that some proWikipedia is reliable, too, Leonzo says.
fessors have said that students can find good For Politics and American Culture, the Wikipedia pages on readings from the sources textbook gave him all the info he needed.
“It hasn’t steered me wrong yet,” Leonzo
says, though he did say the website is not inerrant.
And according to a 2011 article from the
International Journal of Instructional Media,
students do tend to view the web in general as
a more credible source than the older genera“It’s Our Name Not Our Game”
tion.
But the study the article was primarily
about, which looked at the use of Wikipedia by
“Swindler is honest, fair
college communication majors, found that al35 years Experience
most half of the participating students did not
and does excellent work”
view Wikipedia as reliable. Curran, a biology
- Dean Brad Smith
major, agrees with them.
Certified Master Mechanic
“It’s just not practical for me to use,” Curran says. She uses academic journals or Google
“Swindler Auto is one
to find information that is more reliable.
ASE Techs/IATN Member
of the most dependable
Wikipedia’s reliability does not necessarily
determine
its popularity, however. Accordand trustworthy shops around”
David Swindler/Owner
ing to the same journal article, the Pew Internet and American Life Project in April 2007
- Carl Ruby
found that more than a third of homes with
internet use the encyclopedia.
Writing Center tutor Mumme blames another website for Wikipedia’s popularity.
2787 S. Limestone (RT 72)
“It’s always like the first thing that comes
937-327-0744
Springfield, Ohio 45505
up in a Google search,” Mumme says. “It’s
Google’s fault.”

people misunderstand what a jet ski is. One
judge says Wikipedia is “tough to beat” when
it comes to understanding how words are commonly used.
Though some faculty think Wikipedia is
OK for everyday use, they do not believe it is
OK to use in scholarship. Etzel sees no role
for Wikipedia in academia, save for looking
up background information on non-scholarly
topics.
Etzel says the writers of Wikipedia, unlike those for a print encyclopedia, do not have
listed credentials and do not have pressure to
get the information they write correct. Using
Wikipedia’s Iceland page as an example, Etzel
showed that the person who had last edited it,
who had the username “Wilhelm meis,” had
also recently edited a variety of other pages,
from hasty pudding to the Wisconsin Sikh
temple shooting.
“Nobody asked him to do this. He’s a selfappointed expert who has decided what articles he wishes to edit,” Etzel says. “Wikipedia’s
not paying him. If he gets anything wrong, he
doesn’t lose his job, and anybody at any point
can come in and change what he’s written.”
And Etzel has come across Wikipedia pages with incorrect information.
“I just remember when my son was really
into NASCAR, we looked up Jimmie Johnson,
and someone clearly vandalized it, and it was
just like a bunch of profanity,” Etzel says.
Moore says the Writing Center discourages students from using Wikipedia in research.
Even if students start with Wikipedia to get
background information, they need to do research that is deeper and more specific.
Tutor McDonald says the links to sources
at the bottom of Wikipedia articles can come in

“Nobody asked him
to do this. He’s a selfappointed expert who
has decided what
articles he wishes to
edit. Wikipedia’s not
paying him. If he gets
anything wrong, he
doesn’t lose his job,
and anybody at any
point can come in
and change what he’s
written.”
Brent Etzel

Dave Swindler’s Auto Service LLC
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Students and Alumni Caught Up in
Colorado Fires Grateful for Aid
by Mary Miller

W

hile wildfires raged throughout Colorado this summer, Cedarville University alumni and students were found
in the midst of it all.
Chandra Murphy, a 1991 Cedarville graduate, said this summer was “definitely a wakeup call for all of us, seeing those fires on the
mountains. I think everyone made a mental
list of what was truly important to them.”
While Murphy did not have to evacuate,
her pastor and his family did. This was shortly
after he preached a sermon on the topic of suffering. Little did he know that he and his congregation would be tested in that area merely a
week later, Murphy said.
This summer was a dangerous time for
Colorado. According to National Geographic,
high temperatures, ranging in the 90s to 100s,
paired with chronic dry weather, increased
risks of fires. Additional contributing factors
were congested forests in high elevations,
strong winds and low humidity levels.
Because of these conditions, no one was
surprised when the first fire started in late

6

“My time at Cedarville
showed me that there is
concerted effort on the
part of the students and
faculty to pray for and
often sacrifice for those
in need. I am thankful
for the prayers that
were offered on our
cities’ behalf. ”
Rudy Haerr

2005 Cedarville graduate

March. Concern started to mount, however,
when that fire could not be contained, and
others started in various places across the
state.
According to Reuters, a total of 12 distinct fires burned across Colorado, with even
more burning across state lines throughout
the West. The White House declared a federal state of disaster on June 28. However,
it was not until July 10 that the final fire was
contained.
Cedarville has over 450 alumni, as
well as numerous current students, living
in Colorado. Toward the end of June, Jeff
Beste, director of Alumni Relations, sent
out numerous emails to Cedarville students,
encouraging them to pray for alumni in Colorado, as well as for others affected by the
fires.
The response from alumni was gratitude. Some, such as Rudy Haerr, a 2005
graduate, were not surprised at the support.
“My time at Cedarville showed me that
there is a concerted effort on the part of the
students and faculty to pray for and often
sacrifice for those in need,” Haerr said. “I
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am thankful for the prayers that were offered
on our cities’ behalf.” Because he lives six miles
from the fire, Haerr was able to offer his house
as a place of refuge, putting up friends and elderly neighbors until the danger passed.
Others, such as Kendra Ice, who graduated from Cedarville in 1997, were touched
by and appreciative of the care shown by the
alumni network, especially prayers offered by
students. Ice and her family live outside of the
Fort Collins area, near this summer’s largest
fire. While their property was not in the path
of the fire, the smoke spread so widely that
Ice had to keep her children inside for several
weeks.
Cedarville students and alumni were not
just recipients of support. They were also actively involved in assisting their neighbors,
townspeople and fellow church members who
needed help.
Paul Reichart, a 1991 graduate, and his
wife Beth, a 1992 graduate, took their sons to
cheer on their local firefighters as they changed
shifts. Grace Ziegler, a current student, said
that her family hosted enough people at her
house that tents were set up outside, and farm
animals ended up tied to trees on their property. Still more alumni volunteered at homeless
shelters and donated supplies to those fighting
the fires.

Fires change meeting plans
for CU administration
Cedarville students and alumni were not the only ones who found themselves in
the path of the Colorado wildfires. On June 24, Cedarville administrators traveled to
Colorado Springs for the annual administrative retreat.
When the Administrative Council, which consists of Cedarville’s president, provost, and vice presidents, arrived in Colorado Springs, the Waldo Canyon fire was already forcing people to evacuate. The headquarters of the Navigators, an international
Christian ministry where the group was planning to meet, was closed by state police
because of the danger of the fire. The council was able to continue its plans for a short
time. They found a motel to stay in and a boardroom to borrow for meetings.
Events quickly changed for the worse as the fire approached their motel.
“We could clearly see more than smoke. We watched with amazement to red, orange, even yellow flames as they burst over the crest of the mountains and headed toward us,” Pastor Bob Rohm said. “Roads around us now were blockaded by police vehicles and businesses were beginning to close their doors.”
The council evacuated, and thanks to a member’s wife, they were able to stay at
another location 125 miles away.

“I don’t think it was
ever so evident to
me that the Body
of Christ is truly an
unnatural miracle.”
Grace Ziegler

Cedarville student
Today, as the recovery process continues
in Colorado, many are still homeless and attempting to relocate. Leigh Ann (Gillies) Gentry, a 1993 graduate, lives approximately five
miles from the closest fire, so her house and
family were not harmed. However, others in
her town were not as fortunate. Another family in the congregation of the church where her
husband Lance, another Cedarville alumnus, is
pastor, lost their house and all their belongings
to the fire.
Gentry’s church provided meals and met
basic needs for that family while raising money
to help them get started again. The family is
in a rental home with the church’s assistance,
searching for a more permanent residence.
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper
called this summer the worst fire season in the
history of the state. According to National Geographic, the High Park fire, west of the Fort
September 2012

Photo courtesy of Associated Press
The Waldo Canyon wildfire burns homes in Colorado. The fire destroyed 350 homes and is the most
destructive fire in Colorado’s history.
Collins area, burned over 85,000 acres in the
three weeks before it was contained. On some
days, firefighters said the fire burned through
thousands of acres in mere hours.
The Waldo Canyon fire, northwest of
Colorado Springs, caused 32,000 evacuees to
flee their homes. This fire lasted just over two
weeks. However, 350 houses were destroyed,
making it the single most destructive fire in
Colorado’s history, according to National Geographic. The United States Air Force Academy

was also forced by the Waldo Canyon fire to
partially evacuate.
Ziegler said the wildfires this summer
gave an opportunity for the Cedarville family
to love and help each other mentally, physically and spiritually.
“I don’t think it was ever so evident to
me that the Body of Christ is truly an unnatural miracle,” Zeigler said. “Individuals setting
aside everything on their schedule in order to
be there for a brother in need.”
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Ryan Announcement Shows Power of Social Media
by Andrea Speros

A

lthough George Washington might have
a fairly impressive following on Twitter
(@foundingfather), recently selected
Republican vice presidential nominee Paul
Ryan beats our first president in social media
attention.
Sophomore student Courtney Raymond
didn’t hear who was selected to run with Mitt
Romney until she got on social media.
“It was the news,” Raymond said. “Then I
got on Twitter to find out who he was.”
Another student, Alex Xayathone, said
how we hear about political news such as Ryan’s selection has changed.
“Today we can, if we want to see who the
VP selection was, check Twitter or Facebook,”
Xayathone said, “where even 15 years ago, we
would have had to wait until the nightly news
was on.”
In claiming Wisconsin Rep. Ryan as his
running mate, Mitt Romney gained an engaged
social media source. According to CNN, three
days after the announcement, Ryan surpassed
Vice President Joe Biden by over 34,000 followers, and this difference has only grown
larger since the recent Republican National
Convention (RNC).
“Since most people tweet multiple times
throughout the day, the Twitter feed is always
full of articles and opinions on the candidates,”
said senior Rachel Steetle, chairwoman of Cedarville’s College Republicans. “I really think
social media sites are important in this election because word spreads quickly about the
candidates.”
Ryan’s speech at the RNC Aug. 26 reinforced the idea of social media’s influence.
According to CNN, his speech pushed overall
tweets about the RNC to be more than two
million — six times the number of tweets sent
during the 2008 Democratic and Republican
conventions combined.
While Twitter may be more prominent of

Photo from Wikimedia Commons
Mitt Romney announced Paul Ryan (above) as
his running mate in Norfolk, Va., on Aug. 11.
a social media tool now than even four years
ago, politicians are quickly learning how influential social media has become.
Brandon Gahman, a student and treasurer of the Ohio College Republican Federation,
said social media has energized the youth vote.
Even though he said not a lot of the candidates
are personally tweeting, voters can still keep
up to date with what is happening.
“If you follow the staffer, you’re following
real time,” Gahman said. “I think Ryan’s entrance boosted Mitt Romney at just the right
time, going into this national convention.”
In addition to Twitter, Ryan has gotten
some attention other places on the web as well.
Creators of a tumblr and Twitter (@paulryangosling) combine images of Paul Ryan with politically stimulated pick-up lines, such as “Hey
girl, let’s get fiscal,” or “Hey girl, you know I
can’t resist a tight little budget.”
The blog’s authors describe themselves as

“a few 20-something women who think fiscal
sanity and conservative values are sexier than
anything else.”
Social media influence has reached further yet, integrating itself into debates and
allowing viewers to tweet questions to ask the
candidates.
“Because Twitter reaches such a wide audience, it hits more than just the followers,”
Gahman said. “However, the electorate has the
memory of a goldfish. Whatever Romney and
Obama said in the last month will be forgotten
because there is constant feedback from both
spectrums.”
A photo from The Hill’s Twitter Room — a
blog of a Washington, D.C. newspaper — showing Obama and three students at the Ohio State
University confused about how to spell the
state’s name, was tweeted by Romney’s Ohio
communications director, Christopher Maloney. “A word of advice to @BarackObama: It’s
‘O-H-I-O’ that has 18 electoral votes, not ‘O-IH-O,’” Maloney tweeted.
But the Romney campaign earned its
share of flak earlier this year when its mobile
application spelled “America” as “Amercia.”
“That one little mistake you make just gets
expanded upon, gets sent out to thousands of
people and becomes a talking point,” Gahman
said.
While social media may stimulate votes
nationwide, political science professor Jewerl Maxwell said America’s founding fathers
might have had a few concerns about social
media and politics.
“Now average individuals can be a part of
the story whereas historically they wouldn’t
have been. There might be a lot more people
involved, but they don’t really have a solid understanding of the issues,” Maxwell said.
“The founding fathers would encourage
the debate and the dialogue, but they would
want us to understand the nuances, not just
two- or three-minute blurbs from the campaign.”

The Political Process on Social Media
n Mitt Romney’s campaign announced at the end of August that it had raised $7.4 million online in the three days since announcing
Paul Ryan as the vice presidential pick. This came from more than 100,000 donations.
n As of Sept. 5, Ryan had 230,779 followers on Twitter and Joe Biden had 134,277.
n At the recent Republican National Convention, around 5,000 tweets per minute were being published during Paul Ryan’s speech.
n As of Sept. 5, Ryan’s vice presidential page had over 2.8 million likes. Biden’s had over 350,000.
n As of Sept. 5, the first president of the U.S., George Washington (@foundingfather), had 5,825 followers.

Sources: Twitter, ABC Action News, Facebook, The Hill’s Twitter Room
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The Fresh Perspective
New students offer their take on Getting Started Weekend
by David Wright

F

or some students, Getting Started Weekend was reminiscent of summer camp –
a time to meet new people, have fun, explore the campus and discover what Cedarville
has to offer. For others, Getting Started Weekend was dull and uneventful, leaving students
longing for the start of fall classes.
Many cannot recall specific events. Instead, the experience is a hectic combination
of jumbled memories.
Devin Welsh, a freshman at Cedarville
University, summed up her Getting Started
experience in one word: chaotic. Rather than
constantly searching for activities to be involved in, Welsh said that she always had
something to do.
“It felt like summer camp, in a good way,”
Welsh said.
For many incoming freshmen, it is Cedarville’s community that won them over. Freshman Brenna O’Brien was one such student.
“They were really friendly, everyone that
I met,” O’Brien said. “They were all very welcoming.”
A common experience that most freshmen
share and remember of Getting Started Weekend is the freshmen party, which has been
rightly dubbed the “awkward freshmen party.”
Welsh described the freshmen party as
being extremely awkward, saying that she did

not enjoy it that much.
“Then again, I don’t think anybody does,”
Welsh said with a laugh.
Despite the “awkward freshmen party,”
the students seemed pleased with other Getting Started activities.
“Honestly it’s the small groups that help,”
Welsh said. “You get to meet people your age.”
Jesse Bowser, another freshman, appreciated his small group leaders and the way in
which they were available.
“They made an effort to do group activities, and they made it very obvious that if we
ever needed to go to them, they’d be there for
us,” Bowser said.
Most students seemed pleased with their
small group experience.
“It gave you a smaller group of people
to meet and actually get to know,” said Katie
Gore, a freshman.
Welsh said she enjoyed the friendships
that came out of the small group.
In addition to the small groups, residence
halls also played a critical role in forming
friendships.
“I enjoy my unit more than small group,”
said freshman Dave Patrick. “My small group
only met once or twice, and then I didn’t really
get a chance to get to know them.”
For new students, Getting Started Weekend was a time to adapt to the environment.
This adjustment was easier for some than oth-

ers. O’Brien said that Getting Started Weekend
helped her become accustomed to Cedarville.
She said it helped her get to know the campus
and people.
Cedarville’s Getting Started programs
also helped sophomore transfer student Drew
Day to feel more involved on campus. Having
already attended two Christian schools, Day
had high expectations for Cedarville. He said
Cedarville has exceeded his expectations.
“I was surprised by the quality of the people. They really do teach from the Biblical perspective,” Day said.
Other students, like Gore, had a little
harder time adjusting.
“Three weeks ago I was freaking out, and
I didn’t want to go to school. My life was so
great. I was comfortable at home.”
And while Gore struggled with homesickness, she says she is slowly becoming more and
more comfortable at Cedarville.
When Bowser first came to Cedarville, he
said he was not sure of what to expect.
“I was very nervous. I was in a completely
different environment than I was used to. I
wasn’t entirely sure what to expect,” Bowser
said.
Bowser said that Getting Started Weekend
has helped him to feel much more comfortable.
“I just loved meeting all the new people,”
Bower said. “I’ve been able to form a lot of
good friendships already.”

Photos by Scott Huck and Lauren Eissler
New students gather outside the SSC to have
their first picture taken as a class.
September 2012
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Students Serve God through MIS Trips
Cedarville sent out many Missions Involvement Services (MIS) teams this summer.
The teams served in Hungary, the Amazon and Swaziland and other locations.
by Lauren Eissler

A

Hungary

team of Cedarville students served in
Hungary from June 14-July 16. This
team taught English, working in several
camps over the four weeks.
Education professor Merlin Ager, the team
leader, said he goes for two reasons. “I think
it’s a really important and legitimate mission to
use the desire of the Hungarian people to learn
English to do the ministry. Also, I love to see
what the trip does in the lives of the Cedarville
students.”
Jessi Dyson, a junior at Cedarville, said
that at first one of the girls did not want to be at
the English camp.
“When I got sick with the flu, she came to
visit me and brought cookies, stuffed animals
and a card. After the two weeks at the camp,
I gave her an English Bible and she was so
thrilled,” Dyson said.
Dyson also said that she was able to see
the body of Christ work differently than what
she was used to in America.
At the end of the last week, Dyson sat in on
a conversation between another team member
and one of the girls who had several questions
about God. She had not been saying much in
the conversation.
“The Holy Spirit gave me so many words
to be able to give to this girl about the concept
of a loving God and a religion that wasn’t just
based on rules,” Dyson said. “It was really cool
because it was so reassuring to know that God
had words even when I didn’t.”
Junior Abby Cline said God reminded her
of his faithfulness during the trip, and how she
needs to trust him in all situations. She said she
was anxious about changing locations, but God
reminded her “it wasn’t you who did anything
in the first location – it’s going to be me, God,
working in the second.”
Cline said that God also enabled the team
to be really honest and open when sharing testimonies and discussing if they struggled with
a sin.
“The Hungarians were encouraged by the
testimonies and knowing that others struggled
with the same sins they did.”

10

Amazon

A

Hungary photos by Abby Cline

team of Cedarville students was in the
Amazon for five weeks this summer
helping out a missionary couple.
The team leader, Pastor Bob Rohm, has
three objectives when he leads this trip. “The
first is to bring honor and glory to God. Second, be an encouragement to the missionary
couple they work with. Third, be a blessing to
the nationals themselves.”
Rohm said Scott Stephens, a team member, invested in the life of a young local girl by
teaching her some English phrases.
“She would go around and say the phrase
to people and just get a big kick out of the fact
that person understood what she said.
“At one point, she walked up to me on
the deck and looked at me and said, ‘You…
are … a … dinosaur.’ I almost fell over with
laughter.
“About 15 minutes later she came back
and looked me right in the eye and said, ‘You
… are … beautiful.’ I just laughed and she
went back to Scott again. She came back. It
was a little bit longer. She just looked at me
and said, ‘God … is … awesome.’ I almost did
a back flip I was so excited.
“That’s the sort of stuff team members
did – just building into the lives of these kids
and the kids just adoring them,” Rohm said.
At a church’s farewell party for the team,
the Brazilian kids were so upset the team was
leaving that they were crying and pounding
the floor.
Rohm said it was really meaningful to
see the impact the trip had on the students.
“It was another step in the call, further
confirming the fact that God wants me in
missions internationally,” junior Matthew
Dix said.
While in the Amazon, junior Elena
Fouch realized that it’s important to serve
through missions even when it might not
seem glamorous.
“But it made me realize that I just need
to start here,“ Fouch said.
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he Swaziland MIS trip was from June
29-Aug. 1. The team worked for The
Luke Commission (TLC) with Harry
and Echo VanderWaal by providing medical assistance and general ministry. The
students worked at the clinic two days a
week where they tested for HIV, among
other services.
Seeing how the VanderWaals worked
and the sacrifices they made left a huge impact on the team.
“I got to learn and watch what it really
means to take up your cross and lay down
your life for God,” said sophomore Ryan
Frazier.
Frazier said he was especially encouraged by the translators on the staff. He
said it was incredible to know their stories,
some very tragic, but to see them joyful every day because of God.
“It was incredible to see some of the
patients,” Frazier said. “You would give
them a Bible, and they would be ecstatic
that they could have a Bible to read every
day.”
Senior Jerica Sahadak said the Swazi
staff is vital to TLC’s effectiveness. She said
if it was just two white doctors coming in
and saying to the Swazis, “We’re going to
help you and fix your problems and cure
you of HIV,” they would not be as effective
as their own people being willing to reach
them. “The Swazi staff is the heartbeat of
TLC because they speak the language.”
Biology professor Mark Gathany, one
of the team leaders, said he loved seeing
how the team responded to situations that
arose and encouraged one another. Seeing
TLC in action, especially its goal of giving
the Swazi staff an opportunity to share the
gospel, also impacted Gathany.
“If you sent 100 doctors and nurses,
you probably wouldn’t get as much done in
the long run as what TLC does,” Gathany
said. “That’s largely attributed to the fact
that they have a national staff doing a lot
of the work, engaging with the community
leaders and with all the individuals.”
Pharmacy professor Kelly Hiteshew,
another team leader, said that she was impacted by seeing the call God had placed on
the VanderWaals and how they completely
trust Him in everything and leave it all in
His hands. Hiteshew loved hearing the
students’ thoughts, because many had not
done much in the medical field before that.

Photos by Ryan Frazier

11

CAMPUS NEWS

Student Life Emphasizes
Four Core Values
Dr. Ruby and Dean Gibbs discuss handbook changes, goals
by Mary Hurton

W

hile the blue banners on the walls of
the Stevens Student Center are new
on campus, the values behind them
are not new, says Carl Ruby, vice president of
Student Life.
The symbols — which over the summer
were placed on banners in the upper SSC and
above both the entrance to the lower SSC and
Rinnova — display the design for Cedarville’s
core values: love for God, love for others, integrity in conduct and excellence in effort.
These four particular values may be unfamiliar to a majority of the student body, but
this school year is not their inaugural appearance. In fact, these values were the foundation
for the Cedarville Community Covenant found
in earlier versions of the student handbook.
The new emblem doesn’t introduce new
values but rather concise phrasing and fresh
prioritization, Ruby said.
“These four core values have been around
for years, just not emphasized,” said Kirsten
Gibbs, dean of Student Life. “Now we are
bringing these values to the forefront to be the
foundation for why we do what we do.”
In fact, while much of the hubbub on
campus has been centered on alterations to
distinct handbook rules, Gibbs was clear that
the changes made are not about rules but
about the approach to discipline on campus
as well as to life as a whole.
While students might have perceived an
emphasis on punitive discipline in the previous handbook, the new handbook balances
necessary discipline with redemptive and restorative approaches.
“The actual expectations [for behavior]
by and large have not changed, but now we
are distributing the way we approach it to cover all of these functions of discipline and not
one more than another,” Gibbs said.
Students can locate the section titled “Accountability and Discipline” on page 23 of the
new handbook to reference this newly introduced four-part approach.
Ruby is hopeful that this balanced method will result in fewer dismissals from Cedarville and will present more opportunities for
the university to work with students individually in a process of restoration.
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“The purpose of discipline isn’t to get rid
of ‘bad people.’ The purpose of discipline is
to help us all become more like Jesus Christ,”
Ruby said.
Student Life’s choice to not use the demerit system reflects this decision to empha-

“The purpose of
discipline isn’t to get
rid of ‘bad people.’
The purpose of
discipline is to help
us all become more
like Jesus Christ...
We all have a
responsibility when
we see people in
the body of Christ
doing things that are
unhealthy or sinful
to step in a gracious
way to encourage
change.”
Carl Ruby
Vice President of Student Life
size a principle which has long existed at Cedarville.
The reformed system — which begins with
warnings called personal cautions instead of
immediately-incurred demerits — maintains
equal standards for student behavior but al-

lows for grace while instilling accountability.
Ruby said this revision is more of a change
in terminology than a change in standards. He
also said that the shift places responsibility on
all members of the Cedarville community instead of leaving it solely to resident assistants.
“It’s a mistake to assume that in a Christian community, the only ones with a responsibility to confront people are paid staff,”
Ruby said. “We all have a responsibility when
we see people in the body of Christ doing
things that are unhealthy or sinful to step in a
gracious way to encourage change.”
The core values and the updated system
combine in an effort to help students internalize the values behind discipline instead of
prompting students to follow rules simply for
the sake of not getting demerits.
“We are trying to create an atmosphere
where students can be treated as adults, with
areas of responsibility that will allow them to
make choices that are consistent with our expectations,” Gibbs said.
Gibbs also said that expressing this approach in the concise terms of the four core
values will give students a better idea of the
big picture instead of individual regulations.
This way, the focus will be on instilling values
as opposed to following rules.
Administrators also envision the changes
better equipping students for life in accordance with these values even after Cedarville.
While the demerit system was relevant only
within the Cedarville bubble, internalized values of love for God and others, integrity, and
excellence become a way of living, regardless
of the stage of life.
“Students may not have the same set of
expectations after they graduate, but they will
still have expectations of integrity and codes
of how to conduct themselves,” Gibbs said.
“Values will be internalized to transfer to the
next phase of life.”
Gibbs described the changes as an attempt to “broaden the conversation” — more
than rule changes, it is about an adjustment to
the entire atmosphere at Cedarville.
In addition to a more condensed student
handbook, students can expect to notice increased visual representation of the core values as well as further implementation of the
values and Community Covenant within life
on campus.
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Photo by Madison Troyer
The historic Carnegie Center for the Visual Arts was recently renovated to
update both the building’s interior and exterior.

Photo by Crystal Goodremote
The new core values logo for Student Life. The LG stands for “Love
for God,” the IC stands for “Integrity in Conduct,” the EE stands for
“Excellence in Effort,” and the LO stands for “Love for Others.”

September 2012

Photo by Madison Troyer
The newly built Health Sciences Center was finished this summer in
anticipation of the official start of the pharmacy graduate program. The
building is also home to the nursing department with a well-equipped
simulation lab on the third floor.
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A Glimpse of a World United
My Experience at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London
by Deanne Bradshaw

I

“I love
that it [the
Olympics]
is a shallow
foretaste of
heaven in
which past,
present and
future nations
will come
together to
celebrate the
sole Victor,
Jesus Christ.”

Deanne Bradshaw
On interning at the
summer Olympic
Games

14

honestly never could have imagined I
would have the opportunity of a missions
internship at the summer Olympics in
London. I’m extremely humbled by how God
led me to the opportunity and provided for
all of it to be possible. Every day that was
filled with a whirlwind of train rides, tea, accents, sports, media, ministry and culture
challenged my faith and view of the world.
Our team was a collaboration of faithbased media organizations from around the
world working together to produce content
from the Olympics that would lead people to
Christ. The college interns were brought specifically to help transition the radio ministry
Planetsport.tv into using new media (website, Facebook, Twitter). My specific role was
to be the on-camera interviewer and to produce blog and photo content for the site.
We began the trip with a training week
in Worthing, England. Worthing is the epitome of the quaint, beautiful, green countryside
of England. During this week we had teatime
twice a day, ate fish and chips, watched the
Olympic torch pass right by the office and
visited the Arundel Castle.
On Sunday, we met Kandukuri Prasad at
a local church. He holds the world record for
being the fastest man to travel to every country. Prasad was born with a medical condition
that causes 60 percent of his lungs to regularly fail. Without his health, he struggled to live
up to his family’s high expectations.
When Prasad attempted suicide at age
16, he had an encounter with God, who he
said told him, “Even though you have been
useless all your life, I need you now, and I can
make you a new creation.”
Prasad has since shared this hope with
millions through playing his music around
the world. He has played at the World Cup
and before presidents and parliaments, even
in countries where Christianity is forbidden.
Sa’eed, a college student from Palestine, was the Middle East producer of our
media organization. Just like Prasad, he did
not know Jesus until he had a vision of him.
Sa’eed told me how he was threatened after
he questioned the harsh system of Islam. He
did not know what to believe, so he looked
up different religions online. He prayed one
night that he would know what was true, and
that night he had a vision of Jesus saying
that he was the way. Since then Sa’eed has
stepped out in faith to live for Christ by attending an underground church and working
secretly for faith-based media organizations.
His own parents wouldn’t speak to him when
they heard he was at a church gathering.

After getting to know our team during
training week, we moved right into the heart
of London and the Olympics. I loved walking around the city, seeing the old, beautiful
English architecture and being able to interact with people from all over the world. On
Friday we watched the Opening Ceremony
at a local restaurant. Other tables laughed
at how many countries we cheered for during the procession of athletes. Our team was
from the U.S., India, Paraguay, England,
Ukraine, Palestine, Zimbabwe and China.
Spending four weeks with this team taught
me the beautiful contradiction that people
are so different, yet at the same time essentially the same.
During week three I reported outside
Wimbledon on the first round of tennis, went
to the gigantic Westfield shopping center to
interview fans and athletes, attended Hillsong church and watched the cycling time
trials in which Bradley Wiggins won gold and
became the most decorated British athlete of
all time.
I also got to go inside Olympic Park,
where I ate a Big Mac at the world’s largest
McDonald’s and watched the day’s events on
huge screens on a hill with thousands of others.

Deanne Bradshaw and 2012 Olympic
Torchbearer Sally Ricketts
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While I met some of the most interesting people on that hill, my favorite
conversations were at the breakfast table
of our hotel. Athletes in Action (AIA) had
an important presence at the Olympics,
as they provided chaplains for athletes
of almost every country. Many chaplains
stayed at our hotel, and talking with them
over breakfast about their hearts for sharing Christ with athletes was invaluable.
They knew the importance of athletes finding their identity in Jesus and not in their
sport, which could fade away with a single
injury.
Another form of ministry that AIA
had at the Olympics was a group from the
Netherlands that was putting on a kids’
sports camp at a local park. Their goal
was to partner with local churches around
the world and teach them how to do effective sports ministry that can be continued
throughout the year.
After we said goodbye to the AIA sports
ministry group, we headed to a rough part
of London to report on the Pedro Boxing
Club. In the middle of a small, rundown
shopping square was a boxing ring with
children and parents gathered around. A
church sponsors this ministry in which
boxing coaches teach young boys and girls
how to box while also mentoring them. It
was amazing to hear these tough boys tell
me how they can depend on their coaches
to help them through the hard times they
face.
During my last week in London, I reported from Buckingham Palace. I went to
a news conference of women athletes, interviewed a band that wrote the Taiwanese
Olympic song and attended the women’s
soccer final. Watching the U.S. take gold
September 2012

with over 80,000 others in Wembley Stadium was indescribable.
The Olympics was a beautiful event
with people from all nations coming together to celebrate athletic victors. I love
that it is a shallow foretaste of heaven in
which the past, present and future nations
will come together to celebrate the sole
Victor, Jesus Christ. For he will continue
to call these nations to himself whether it
be through visions, music, sports ministry,
media or whatever else He sees fit.
After the closing ceremony ended and
our office was all packed, it was hard for
our media team to say goodbye as we headed our separate ways across the globe, taking everything we had learned and experienced with us. While I sadly didn’t leave
London with a British accent, I came away
with a taste of global beauty and a glimpse
of God’s hand in it all.

Above: London Bridge adorned with the
Olympic rings.

Below: The crowd cheers Olympic cyclists
as they race in London.
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Summer Movie Reviews
by A&E Staff
The Dark Knight Rises

Ice Age 4: Continental Drift

The long awaited
conclusion of the
Batman saga brought
some audiences to
tears, some to sneers
and some to happy
satisfaction. “The
Dark Knight Rises”
does not, and probably could not, top the
fantastic explosion
that was “The Dark
Knight,” but Christopher Nolan did do
what many movie
trilogies have failed to
do—create a cohesive,
thrilling series that
held together until the
final act. To film three
movies that stay at the
same caliber of excellence and compare
in story, acting and
cinematography is
incredibly hard to accomplish, but “the Dark Knight Rises,” which is
at least as good as “Batman Begins,” is as close to perfection as one
can ask for. It warrants quite a few viewings and is decidedly one of
the best films that came out this summer.

After three films
about the adventures of
a prehistoric mammoth,
a sloth, a saber tooth
tiger and a determined,
scrawny squirrel, one
would naturally think
the saga was finished.
But the friends we first
met in 2002 came back
for a fourth time this
summer with “Ice Age 4:
Continental Drift.” If you
didn’t like the first three
encounters with Sid,
Manny and Diego, then
you won’t appreciate
their latest adventure.
However, if you appreciate the outlandish humor
of this unlikely trio, then
“Ice Age 4” will have you
laughing harder than
you expected. The plot
(battling pirates and sea
creatures) may not be worthy of acclaim, but the freshness of humor
the screenwriters bring to a movie that should have been tired is worth
noting. After all, what other cartoon character can compete with the
antics of a speech-impeded sloth as hilarious as Sid?

The Amazing Spiderman

Brave

Though all agree
that another rendition
of the spider hero’s
overdone story was
completely unnecessary, the remake
directed by Marc
Webb is surprisingly
enjoyable. Overall the
film strikes a more
family-friendly tone
and, thankfully, is far
less melodramatic.
It may be worth
watching just to see
Andrew Garfield’s
performance — a
sweeter, edgier, richer
imagination of Peter
Parker than Tobey
Maguire’s modest,
geeky persona. Many
Marvel fans snarkily
predicted that the summer spider flick was just a setup for an upcoming Justice League movie — and even if they’re right, “The Amazing
Spiderman” is still worth checking out as a decent blockbuster.

Pixar’s 13th fulllength feature, which
starred its first female
protagonist, had the general crowds very excited.
It was the promised
return to regular Pixar
animation excellence
after the total bomb
that was “Cars 2.” But
“Brave” turned out to be
a Disney Princess film
that tried not to be a Disney Princess film. Pixar
attempted to break the
stereotypical princessfinds-true-love-andlives-happily-ever-after
story, but ended with the
most conventional tale
of Pixar’s to date. It even
lacked the studio’s standard story-telling magic.
The film was stunning in both art and voice acting, but the actual
plot — the vibrant, unusual story that is Pixar’s pinnacle achievement
— was lackluster and rather disappointing to critics. The general
audience liked it well enough, and it was nowhere near the letdown
of “Cars 2,” but definitely not one of Pixar’s best.
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Book Review: ‘Ender’s Game’
by Rose Havard

S

ome may have read this sci-fi novel in high school, not for actual
homework but just for the pleasure of reading (there must be some of
you out there). “Ender’s Game,” winner
of both the Hugo and Nebula awards, is
a favorite among librarians, sci-fi fanatics and the general public alike. Written
by Orson Scott Card and first published
in 1985, the novel continues to sell well
and may be made into a movie before
the end of 2013.
“Ender’s Game” is set in the not-sodistant future, where “desks” are similar
to today’s iPads and space travel is possible and prospering. In fact, Earth has
been attacked and almost destroyed twice
by the “buggers,” an alien race with superior space ships and firepower. Andrew
(Ender) Wiggin, a child genius, is recruited
into the military to become the ultimate
commander who will lead the final fatal attack on the buggers and destroy them before they destroy the human race.
This is nowhere near a children’s book,
even though the main character and most
of the side characters are 6 to 12 years old in
the majority of the book. The violence, moral intensity and deeply disturbing portrayal

of the psychological torture of a child for the
sake of human survival trap the reader effortlessly. Far from being a moral platform
against the depravities of humanity, the author chooses storyline over deliberately inserting any lesson or theme and completely
avoids all stereotypes, archetypes and conventions as a result.
Card’s book may be labeled “sci-fi,”
but it breaks that genre’s conventions over
and over again. Card focuses on character and story instead of describing setting
and gadgets, which is often the pitfall of
many sci-fi dollar novels. The technology
is present but hardly important; invention
of different worlds or technologies is obviously absent. Card does not even describe
the appearance of the alien bugger race.
But less is more, and Card knows exactly
what the reader needs to engage a story in
all spectrums: emotionally, intellectually,
morally and even spiritually.
Besides having a perfect, shocking
ending, “Ender’s Game” is chock full of
moments, breaths, sighs, gasps of hope and
despair fundamentally resonating with the
human condition. This book breaks that
sci-fi, fantasy model so completely that it
deserves another label, if any label should
fit it at all. “Ender’s Game” is no light, happy reading, but it is worth every page.

Music Review: Tenth Avenue North
“The Struggle”
by Becca Powlus
We’re free to struggle, but we don’t
have to struggle to be free. That’s the crux
of Tenth Avenue North’s third and latest
album, “The Struggle.” The album, released on Aug. 21, consists of 12 beautifully
composed tracks voicing lyrics grounded
in biblical truth.
The songs present the listener with
a unique blend of musical styles. Some
tracks are upbeat and induce the urge to
get up and dance. Others are slow and melancholy. But each song goes beyond the
fluff often present in contemporary Christian music and makes the listener think
and feel deeply, regardless of the song’s
tempo or tune.
Perhaps one of the best songs on the
album is “Worn.” Not only is the tune enchanting, but the message in the lyrics is
real, open and honest. It is a heartfelt and
September 2012

passionate battle cry. The chorus says, “Let
me see redemption win/ Let me know the
struggle ends/ That you can mend a heart
that’s frail and torn/ I want to know the sun
can rise/ From the ashes of a broken life/
And all that’s dead inside can be reborn/
’Cause I’m worn.” In this song and several
others, the band takes raw human emotion
and puts it in musical form – something
that many artists try but few accomplish.
In its entirety, “The Struggle” is a
refreshing and relatable portrayal of the
human condition. We can all relate to the
messages present in the album, whether it
be letting go of past hurts, longing for our
home in heaven or praising the God who
is so far above us yet ever present with us.
Tenth Avenue North always has a knack
for presenting simple truths in a powerful,
profound and original way. And fans will
find this to be no less true in the band’s latest album, aptly titled “The Struggle.”
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Restaurant Review:
The Double Dragon Chinese Restaurant
by Rose Havard
The new establishment in town is a big
hit with locals and students alike. Crouching
on the east side of Main Street, past Beans-N-

Cream, the Double Dragon Chinese Restaurant
boasts an extensive, delicious menu, a clean
environment and fast service. The seating area
is small, so takeout is the likely choice for most

customers.
Capitalizing on the restaurant’s proximity
to the university, customers can place their orders over the phone or order at the counter and
wait for a little while on the comfortable couch
in the lobby. Chopsticks, plastic silverware and
extra packets of sweet and sour sauce are provided along with the obligatory bin of fortune
cookies.
The prices are fairly cheap for Chinese
food – in fact, the cheapest in town. You simply get more food per dollar. The portions are
enormous, easily two or three meals for the
price of one.
Panda Express has nothing on the Double
Dragon. The menu covers chicken, pork, vegetables, seafood, soup, tasty appetizers and, of
course, rice. They have traditional dishes such
as General Tso’s chicken as well as their own
strangely named dishes, such as the Phoenix
and Dragon (which, sadly, has no description
on the menu). The seafood is actually variations of shrimp dishes, but they can also throw
in some clams, scallops and imitation crab.
The stir-fried vegetables include water
chestnuts and bamboo shoots as well as huge
heads of broccoli. The spices and sauces are
perfectly suited to their respective meats.
Many customers praise the deliciousness of
the appetizers, especially the dumplings, egg
rolls and crab rangoon.
For Cedarville, the Double Dragon is a
welcome variable in dining options. Its quality
in food and service definitely earns it top rankings in the town.

Photos by Becca Powlus
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TV Review: ‘Dr. Who’ Season 7 Premiere

by Cambria Puffenberger

“Doctor Who” is a British show that has
been around for the last 40 years, more recently developing a large fan base in America. It is
on the seventh season of what is fondly called
the “new series,” and the plotline of just the
last six seasons has been so complicated that
it’s nearly impossible to sum up. But as the
current writer of the show recently said, “He’s
called the Doctor. The box is bigger on the inside and travels in time and space. And that’s
all you need to know.”
The prequel episodes, called “Pond Life,”
torture fans a week before the premiere episode. They give just a tiny taste of “Doctor
Who,” but not nearly enough for the fix everyone craves. The episodes start out light,
funny and very much full of the 11th Doctor’s
personality. However, the final prequel clip is
dark and ominous, embodying the very nature
of “Doctor Who” itself. It shows the doctor trying not to believe what he knows has come to
pass, a couple broken in the strains of life after
time travel. Amy needs her raggedy man, but
it’s not time for him to rescue her yet. It leaves
fans with a sense of foreboding that gives edge
to the anticipation of this new season.
After the whirlwind of confusion and brilliance that made up the finale of Season 6, fans
are left to wonder, “What next?” “What could
possibly top that?” and “Will the Doctor follow
through on his promise to ‘step back into the
shadows?’”
“The Asylum of the Daleks” starts off the

newest season with a swirl of excitement, danger, confusion and heartache: the standard
formula for anything written by Steven Moffat.
This adventure takes place when Daleks
(a fearsome race of aliens) were prevalent and
had things such as asylums for defective warriors. They do what everyone else does when
there is nowhere else to turn: they go to the
Doctor. Admittedly, having his greatest enemies call him up for help is quite odd, but the
situation makes it impossible for the Doctor to
decline the invitation (being captured and shot
into a planet leaves little room for refusal).
The asylum is full of crazy Daleks, which
at some point a ship crashed into, leaving it
open for escape. The Doctor and his companions, Amy and Rory, have to make their way
through a maze of dangerous enemies to find

CEDARS
Photo Competition
Take a picture of you or your friends reading
an edition of Cedars and upload it to our
Facebook page. The 1st place winner will
receive a Rinnova gift card and have their
picture printed in the next edition of Cedars.
Entries are judged on creativity and must be
submitted by Oct. 1.
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the breach and give the not-crazy Daleks (if
there is such a thing) the chance to repair it.
Along the way, viewers fall in love with a
side character named Oswin, an unfortunate
survivor of the ship crash who is seemingly a
genius waiting to be rescued.
The episode also gives us a peek into the
lives of Amy and Rory, showing us the intense
struggles of their home life. This is not to be the
end of the Ponds just yet though, as the Doctor
does what he does best and fixes everything.
Throughout the episode, Moffat truly
reinvents the concept of a Dalek. Daleks are
meant to be the most terrifying monsters in the
“Doctor Who” universe, yet usually come off as
silly. Moffat takes the Daleks and humanizes
them, doing something that previous encounters with the Daleks failed to do. The words
“heart-wrenching” and “Dalek” do not belong
in the same sentence, yet he weaves them together through the character of Oswin. The
shocking end, where the Doctor learns that Oswin was converted into a Dalek, is a moment
now seared into the brains of Whovians.
Another masterpiece of emotion that Moffat works into the episode is the divorce and
reunion of our favorite couple, Amy and Rory.
He somehow manages to convey an emotional
roller coaster in just 45 minutes, without making it cheesy or taking away from the sincerity of what happened. The viewer can relate to
both Amy and Rory on the two opposing sides
of the relationship. We feel the cold reality in
signing the divorce papers, the anguish of being forced to spend time together, the release
when they finally talk and the joy of reconciliation. Their relationship is not cheapened by
the fast pace of events, but rather understood
and appreciated just the same as if the storyline had taken many more episodes.
Moffat starts out the season strong, leaving viewers in anticipation and much speculation about what is to come. The arcing storyline
of Matt Smith is just hinted at in this episode,
but fans eagerly await further revelation. With
the Fields of Trenzalore still looming on the
horizon, it will be entrancing to see how this
season unfolds.
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Labor Day Parade

Above: A giant swan float was a new addition to the parade this
year.
Right: President and Mrs. Brown walk with CU students.

Above: Civil War re-enactors march down Cedarville streets.

Photos by Holly McClellan

Left: Some of the town’s youngest residents look forward to the future.

